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STEP 1: lntake
Child abuse or
neglect report
comes in to CPS
or law
enforcement

ICWA/Child Protective

Enough
information
to warrant
investigation
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Services (CPS) Flow Chart

CPS worker or law
enforcement
contacts family and
conducts
investigation at the
family's home
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substantiate
reoort
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Allegations of
abuse and/or
neglect are
unfounded

Allegations
of abuse
andlor
neglect are
founded

Case
reviewed
every srx

months or
sooner
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t 1) Emergency Hearing/Shelter Hearing/Detention Hearing.'Occurs within 24-72 hour" I
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Screened Out:
case is closed Case closed
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2) Disposition Hearing/Placement Hearing

3) Pre-Trial Conference/Pre-Trial Hearing

4) J u ri sd i ct i o na I Hea ri n g/ Adj u d ication

5) Beview Hearing/Status Hearing

6) Permanency Hearing/lmplementation Hearing
I

7) Termination Hearing 
i
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For more information on each specifrc hearing, please see NICWA's lndian Child Welfare t
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Flow Chart Key

:tt: Hearings

r r rl
* ,"y involve termination of parental rights prior to placement

Italicized uzords=terms defined in the companion

CPS case opened

Chlld stays in home and
services are offered to
the family

It child is determined to
be lndian'.

. Notice to tribe
required

. Active efforts
provrston
applies

Child is removed f rom the home

lf child is determined to be
lndian:

c Active efforts begin
. Placementpreferences

apply

ICWA: Notice to tribe required;
tri bal i ntervenfionltransfer of
jurisdiction possible

Concurrent Planning

Alternate Care
Placement (may include
returning home, foster
care, kinship care,
guardianship-,
residential care, or
adoption*)
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